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WELCOME 

TABLE 

July 10, 17, & 24 

Volunteer help is 

needed. You could 

volunteer to cook, 

serve, or help 

clean up. The hours 

of cooking are 

11:00 until 4:00, 

serving 4:00 until 

6:30, and clean up 

from 6:00 until 7:30. 

Some individuals 

cook, serve, and 

clean up, so any 

extra help is 

appreciated. You 

can get with Bud 

Deck when you 

arrive and let him 

know where you 

are willing to serve. 

If you are unable 

to volunteer, 

please join us for a 

delicious meal and 

make friends with 

our Welcome 

Table neighbors. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
 

 

 
 

July 2, 2017, 11:00 am 

 

 

 



THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME 

                   — A Pastoral Word from Sydnor 

As we approach Independence Day, I notice that my notion of freedom has changed somewhat 

through the years. For much of my youth, freedom meant the freedom to do what I wanted, when I 

wanted. There is an immature notion of freedom that needs to learn impulse control. Children must 

learn that just because they want a cookie doesn’t mean they can have it. We hope they learn that 

anyway—otherwise they grow up to be adults who have no real concept of boundaries or self-

discipline. There is plenty of evidence in our society today that we don’t always learn that lesson. 

As I grew older, freedom became more about gaining the full rights of adulthood. I wanted to be 

treated as an adult individual, to have the right to drink and smoke and bear arms. I wanted to vote 

in elections and decide for myself what career was best for me. Freedom was about choosing my 

own path and not having someone else choose it for me. 

There is indeed significant value in that kind of freedom. It’s the kind of freedom that motivated my 

forebears to resist and defy King George III when taxed by a Parliament in which they had no 

representation. I still look with some pride at my copy of the Leedstown Resolves, signed by both my 

5th great grandfather, William Sydnor, and my 6th great grandfather, Moore Fauntleroy, protesting 

the British Crown’s imposition of the Stamp Act in 1766. 

But as important as such notions of freedom are in our lives, it is the freedom that Christ offers that is 

most significant for our day and age. Christ offers freedom from sin—not just the sin of blindly 

following the “impulses of the flesh” but the sin of living egocentric and self-centered lives. The love 

of Jesus breaks through my proud self-reliance and reminds me of my total dependence upon God, 

my place in creation, and my need for community. At a certain point in life, freedom is about 

overcoming self so that we might know the wonder of God’s love and grace. Freedom becomes 

about being free to give ourselves in love, even as Christ gave himself for us. 

Overcoming self can only be accomplished by a power greater than ourselves, and it is given to us 

in Jesus Christ. I’m still learning to embrace the freedom that Christ offers. Too often I find myself 

lapsing back into a way of living where I’m in charge or at least would like to be. 

I take hope in the promises of scripture and the power of God’s grace—that in Christ I am growing in 

the love of God, into the full freedom of mature faith. Let us trust in the promise that “…if the Son sets 

you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). 

God’s peace, 

 

 

TLC SUNDAY FUNDAY PICNIC 

On October 8, 2017 we are going to welcome our TLC students, families and staff to our 11:00 

Worship Service. The children will sing and it will be a kid friendly service. We want the families to 

meet us, see our facility, worship with us, and see Christ’s light shining through us. Hopefully, they will 

love what they see and plan to worship with us again. There will be a picnic lunch provided after the 

service and everyone will be welcome. There will also be a variety of fun activities to participate in; 

a bounce house, games with prizes, photo booth, and more. Please mark your calendars and plan 

to help us make this a FUNDAY for our TLC families. Your help would also be appreciated through 

prayers, preparation, and donations for this event. Your monetary gift would help cover the cost of 

the picnic meal and the children’s activities. Please make your checks to FUMC for TLC Picnic. Thank 

you in advance for sharing your love with our TLC families. Contact Nancy Carson for more 

information at 828-287-7840. 
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SUMMER EXCITEMENT!  

As many of us visit the beach and other exciting 

destinations over the summer, please remember 

that our church’s financial obligations remain 

constant throughout the year. Should your 

summer plans take you out of town, we very 

much appreciate your staying current with your 

church offering. Our pledged giving is currently 

running about 10% behind where we had 

hoped to be as we head into the summer 

months. Know that our church’s Finance 

Committee appreciates your diligence in 

keeping up with your giving, so that our church 

finances remain sound over the summer 

months. Thank you for your faithful giving to the 

ministry of our church!  
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HOSPICE HAPPENINGS 

Did you know that Hospice can pick up your 

large items like furniture and appliances! Items 

donated benefit the patients, their families and 

the additional programs and services 

provided. The Hospice of Rutherford Resale 

Shop is located at 631 Oak Street, Forest City 

and has been in operation since 2000. Their 

number is 828-248-9305. Consider donating your 

gently used items for resale to benefit your 

neighbors and don't forget, there is a Hospice 

box at church (at the Donation Station corner 

just outside the church office) for patient items 

such as Ensure, Equate, individual puddings/

jello, etc. Complete list of items needed is 

posted on the bulletin board. Thank you so 

much for your donations to help others! Cheryl 

Waddingham, FIA 

THE FOLLOWING MONETARY GIFTS HAVE BEEN 

RECEIVED: 

In memory of Christy Bare’s mother, by Randy & 

Laurie Watkins, designated for the General 

Budget. 

In memory of Don Fox, by Lewis & Frances 

Hamrick, Lu Hamlin, Robin Moss, John & P. A. 

Butterbrodt, Irene S. Groth, Dillard & Carolyn 

Morrow, Russell & Herman Spicer, designated for 

the Dillard Morrow Sunday School Class. 

In memory of Dot Overcash, by Joyce Gray, 

designated for Friendship Club.  

MUSIC NOTES 

The Chancel Choir will not have weekly 

rehearsals through the month of July and the 

first two Wednesdays of August. The brief 

break is well-deserved.  Thank you for your 

excellent contribution to the services 

throughout the year. 

In an effort to familiarize the congregation 

with more hymns from The Faith We Sing the 

Chancel Choir will begin introducing 

unfamiliar hymns through use as the introit, 

anthems, and/or benedictions. Also, you 

may hear Glenda playing the selected hymn

(s) as an organ selection. The hymn number 

will be given for you to follow along as it is 

played or sung. 

If you have a special request from The Faith 

We Sing or from The United Methodist 

Hymnal please let me know.   

Trish - pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org 

STEPHEN MINISTRY TRAINING is fast approaching! 

The training will begin with a one night retreat 

on Friday, September 8 until about noon on the 

9th. The class will continue each Thursday from 

6:30-8:30 until December 14th. The focus is on 

Christian caregiving, understanding relationships, 

listening skills, life challenges and how Stephen 

Ministers support others knowing that God is our 

healer. The skills gained in this training are not 

only useful for Stephen Ministers but also for our 

own relationships. We encourage anyone 

interested to attend an informational session 

scheduled for Sunday, July 9th, at 10:00 in the 

Fellowship Center. This training will provide you 

with the skills to be a Stephen Minister, but does 

not require your commitment to become a 

Stephen Minister. Please prayerfully consider this 

wonderful training! For more information or 

questions, please contact Sydnor. 



NEON meets on Sunday Nights from 5:00-7:00 pm 

in the Youth Center! Come shine Christ's light 

through Bible study, games, food, and fellowship! 

Doors open at 4:30 and dinner begins at 5:00! 

YOUTH NEWS 

HEBREWS MORNING DEVOTION 

 

 
HeBrews meets before school from 6:30-7:15 am at 

the Boy Scout Hut. Come start your day off right 

and enjoy a mid-week pick-me-up of coffee, 

breakfast, and a youth-led devotion! 

Be sure to check our website and 

Facebook page to see what’s 

happening in our ministries! 

NEON will resume on August 27th 

HeBrews will resume on August 30th 

August 27th @ 12:15 in the Youth Center 

Keep up with 

everything 

happening in 

FUMC’s Youth 

Ministry! Sign up 

for our Text 

Updates! It’s back! Our Summer Book Study is making an exciting 

return with a new twist. On Tuesday nights throughout 

the summer, we will be getting together in families 

homes to dive deeper into God's word through a series 

called “The Least Of These: God, Poverty, and You”. This 

summer, however, we will be teaming up with First 

Baptist and their youth to add to the fun! No matter your 

summer schedule, if you’re in town, make plans to join 

us throughout this summer series. Locations are still 

coming together, but go ahead and mark your 

calendars for these days: 

June 20th,  

July 11th, 18th, 25th, 

August 1st 

WANT THE CHANCE TO HAVE LUNCH BROUGHT TO YOU AT 

SCHOOL? Every time you come to a youth event, you can 

enter for the chance to have lunch brought to you by Beau! 

You can get information forms directly from Beau or you can 

find it on the church website. 
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Kids LOVE getting to hang out with the “big kids”! 

Come be a part of Mega Mondays this summer 

by registering online as a volunteer! 

Mark your calendars for these dates: 

July 10th– KidSenses (9-12) Cost:$7 

July 17th– Paint, Praise, and Pizza (9-12) 

July 24th– Christmas in July (9-12) 

July 31st– Water Olympics (9-12) 

Register online for all Mega Monday events! 

Watch the FUMC website and First Kids FB for the 

latest information! 

If you have any questions about how YOU can 

help, please email or call Beau Lunceford. 

Lake Weekend  

August 4-5 
More information coming soon. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday school starts at 9:45 in the SHINE Room on 

the 1st Floor for games, music, and our week’s 

Bible Story. Lots of fun things happening each 

week - crafts, games, and most importantly, Jesus! 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

PRESCHOOL 

This month our First Look 

theme is “Kids Rock” 

where our preschoolers 

will learn that “I can do 

what God wants me to 

do”. Each week, they 

will experience stories 

like Daniel, Miriam, 

Josiah, and A Boy and 

His Lunch. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Interested in volunteering on Sunday mornings in 

our Children’s Ministry? There are SO many ways 

that you can be a part of this growing ministry. You 

can still volunteer without giving up your Sunday 

School class or service experiences every Sunday. 

YOU can make a difference in our church and 

ministry by serving our children! Let us know how 

you might like to serve: https://www.jotform.com/

beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission 

OR email blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org  
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KINDERGARTEN—5TH GRADE 

This month our 252 Basics 

theme is “Gadgets & Gizmos” 

where our children will learn 

that “Uniqueness is 

discovering who God made 

you to be so you can make a 

difference. ”  Kids will 

experience stories like, King-

sized Hand-Me-Downs  

(1 Samuel 17), Relocated (Genesis 12), Roadside 

Assistance (Acts 8:26-40), and Purified in Philippi (Acts 

16:11-15). 

Watch fumcrutherfordton.org and First Kids on 

Facebook for more information! 

Be sure to check our 

website and Facebook 

page to see what’s 

happening in our 

ministries! 

Mega Mondays are back for Summer 2017! Mark 

your calendars for these dates: 
 

July 10th– KidSenses (9-12) Cost:$7 

July 17th– Paint, Praise, and Pizza (9-12) 

July 24th– Christmas in July (9-12) 

July 31st– Water Olympics (9-12) 

 
Register ONLINE for all Mega Monday events! Watch the 

FUMC website and First Kids FB for the latest information! 

The fun isn’t over yet! Join us for our VBS Family 

Experience on July 2nd during the (only) 11:00 am 

service. Sing, dance, and hear about how our kids 

learned they are uniquely wired and wonderfully 

made while they were at VBS. EVERYONE, no 

matter your age, home church, denomination, is 

invited to come be a part of this event!! We will 

have light refreshments for all in attendance. 

During the 11:00 & 8:45 am services, all children 

are invited to come to sit at the altar for Children's 

Time with Rufus the Rabbit to hear a kid-geared 

Bible lesson! After Children’s Time, all children ages 

4 through 2nd Grade will be invited to go with our 

adult volunteers to the SHINE Room for the 

duration of the service. This program has activities, 

crafts, storytelling, games and more as children 

learn on their level about Jesus and the church. 

We hope this program will encourage families and 

children to come and experience God on Sunday 

mornings! 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission


STORIES OF CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINING 

Joan King calls this “a God story”! 

The story started years ago when a young female dermatologist set up a practice in Rutherfordton. Joan 

and her family became one of her clients and grew to admire her as a physician as well as claim her as 

a friend. “She looked after all of us,” Joan said. 

Eventually she decided to leave Rutherfordton and move her practice to Greenville, SC, but that did not 

stop the relationship. “I followed her to Greenville as a patient,” Joan added. 

A few years ago, she learned that the doctor was retiring. “It wasn’t time for my 6 month’s check-up, but 

I decided to make an appointment anyway. I wanted to say ‘thank you’ for the years of care and to say 

‘good-bye’.” 

Joan’s appointment was on the 19th of December. It was mostly a social or personal appointment, but a 

biopsy was taken on one suspicious spot. The doctor retired December 21st of that year. 

Christmas came. The day after Christmas her retired doctor called. The biopsy was positive for 

melanoma! “It’s a Clark’s level 4. This thing should have been out yesterday!” She was already making 

appointments for me with a surgeon and the surgery was done on Jan. 11th. 

“If I hadn’t gone to tell her good-bye, that thing would still be in my leg,” Joan exclaimed. But that’s not 

the end of her God Story. 

She has continued check-ups with another dermatologist every 3 months. This past March she was there 

for a routine 3 month check. He spotted a tiny spot on my ankle. “I had been working outside and 

thought I had missed a spot when I cleaned up. It was a bit embarrassing.”  

But he wanted a biopsy. It was another melanoma! Joan had surgery again and, again, has been 

pronounced “clear”. 

She tells this story because she truly believes that God intervened. “I’ve dodged a bullet twice when I 

had no idea that anything was wrong. God must have more for me to do!” Joan added. 

Well for those of us who know and love Joan King, we say a big “Thank you, Lord” that she has dodged 

those “melanoma bullets”. As for more for her to do, well, he’ll have to be in charge of that also as I 

can’t see how she could fit much more giving of herself into her days. 

But this is a God Story……..so we will wait and see! 

(Thanks to Joan for sharing. What’s your story? Let’s talk about it. Call Shirley Koone at 287-3730 or email: 

shirleykoone@gmail.com) 

FROM THE ORGANIST…. 

An important improvement to the FUMC organ has been purchased, in memory of Janet Toney. Most of 

you don’t see it, because I am sitting on it. It’s a height-adjustable organ bench from Foothills Pipe Organ 

LLC. It replaces the one-size-fits-all original bench, which was too tall for me. It will be useful for an 

organist of any height and therefore will be beneficial into the future. You are welcome to come up to 

the organ to see it. 

Janet Toney has a close connection to this organ. After the Allen digital organ was purchased in 2004, 

replacing the 1956 Moeller console which had a lot of problems, Janet led the campaign to raise funds 

to have the Moeller pipes (17 ranks) connected to the Allen console. This was an expensive project, but 

Janet’s ideals held strong. Janet loved music, the best music, and briefly played the organ at Spindale 

United Methodist when young. She went to concerts, supported musical organizations, and sang (with a 

lovely voice) in the congregation. It was unthinkable to her that FUMC would lose what many churches 

long to have—a pipe organ. Many people remember her calling them on the phone, saying “can you 

help?” She and Dennis added to the fund, and the results of her vision of keeping the pipes are 

astonishing—the full, rich, bright sound which you hear every Sunday in the hymns and elsewhere in the 

service. I hope to serve her vision well. 

Glenda Fuhrmann 
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JULY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
 

Sound System 

First Sunday   Eric Wells 

Second Sunday   Don Harris 

Third Sunday   Steve & Alice Wright 

Fourth Sunday   Ed Bosgra 

Fifth Sunday Joy Piper 

  

Ushers (8:45)  Rory Kiser, Earl Furbish 

Russ & Linda Armentrout 

 

Ushers (11:00) David Best, Odean Keever, 

Todd Snaith, Steve Wright, Grant McRorie, 

Russell Wicker  

 
Bread Makers 

First Sunday   Nancy Smith  

Second Sunday   Margaret Britt 

Third Sunday   Jennifer Carver 

Fourth Sunday   Helen Rogers 

Fifth Sunday Becky Wright  

  
Acolytes 

Second Sunday   Dee Dee Majors 

Third Sunday   Campbell Powell 

Fourth Sunday  Hannah Deese  

Fifth Sunday Maris Rogers  
 

Greeters (8:45) 

Second Sunday   Ken & Diane Sanford  

Third Sunday   Phil & Donna Carver 

Fourth Sunday  Rory & Jeannie Kiser 

Fifth Sunday Eric & Terri Wells 

  
Greeters (11:00) 

First Sunday   Wayne & Susan Keever 

Second Sunday   Lewis & Frances Hamrick 

Third Sunday   Ron & Dorothy Parker 

Fourth Sunday   Charles & Becky Wright 

Fifth Sunday Jeep & Johnnie Martin 

CHILD ADVOCATES NEEDED 

You might have heard that the number of 

children in foster care has risen dramatically 

across North Carolina. This is why the state 

created the guardian ad litem program. A 

"guardian ad litem" is a volunteer advocate 

who is appointed to work with a local child in 

foster care. Guardian ad litem volunteers stand 

up for the rights of abused and neglected 

children. We are appointed by judges to ensure 

the needs of each child are understood by the 

court and that each child in foster care has a 

caring, committed adult by their side. We are 

sometimes called "the voice for a child" 

because we amplify their point of view and 

keep it front-and-center in the courtroom.  

Rutherford County currently has 50 children 

waiting to be matched with a G.A.L. volunteer. 

Please consider becoming a volunteer child 

advocate in Rutherford and serving one of 

these children. This is a volunteer opportunity like 

no other. You will help a child have a voice in 

the decisions affecting their future, while 

learning more about our local courts and family 

services. Being a child advocate for G.A.L. is 

challenging, rewarding, and has a real impact 

on a child's life. Our volunteers complete an 

interview, a background check, 30 hours of pre-

service training, observation time in district 

court, and are sworn in by a local judge before 

being matched with a child's case. The average 

time commitment to serve a child is 8-10 hours 

per month. Volunteers in Rutherford have 

access to full-time staff support, an attorney 

advocate, annual training opportunities, and 

monthly support meetings with other volunteers. 

Please visit https://volunteerforgal.org/ to apply, 

and call with any questions 828-442-2679.  
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

July 18 at 12:00 noon 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE  

Every Monday at Noon 
 

Send information for  

Newsletter & Bulletin to 
pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

THE CHURCH OFFICE 

will be closed on 

Tuesday, July 4. 



 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF  

 

Phone:  (828) 287-3704 

 

 

Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102 

Pastor 

sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Beau Lunceford, Ext. 106 Pam Craft, Ext. 100 

 Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Administrative Assistant 

 blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114 Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115 

 Director of Music Organist 

 pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Kathy Watson, Ext. 103 Alice Wright, Ext. 112  

 TLC Preschool Director Friendship Club Director  

 kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org awright@fumcrutherfordton.org  

 

First United Methodist Church 

264 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! 


