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SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 

PROMOTION SUNDAY & CHILDREN’S PARENT MEETING 

9:45 am (during Sunday School) 

We will also host our beginning of the year Children’s Parent Meeting 

to take a look at the 2017-2018 Calendar and update new Child 

Information Forms at this time! 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20  

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

We will celebrate the importance of those special people who are called 

to the ministry of Christian nurture through teaching. The day will include: 

Dedication of school teachers, administrators, and all church Christian 

educators at both morning worship services 

Dedication of Friendship Club and TLC Preschool staff and leaders at 

the 11:00 service 

Prayers of Blessing for all students at both worship services 

All-Church Fellowship Luncheon at 12:15 in the Fellowship Center. 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 

YOUTH OPEN HOUSE in the FELLOWSHIP CENTER 

5:00 pm 

Join us for our Fall Kick-Off Open House event! This will be an opportunity 

for our returning and new youth, parents, and congregation to 

experience what happens on a Sunday night at NEON! Don’t miss out on 

this exciting opportunity to see what is happening in our Youth Ministry!  

 

We will also host our beginning of the year Youth Parent Meeting to take 

a look at the 2017-2018 Calendar and fill out new Student Information 

Forms! 

MEETINGS FOR 

MINISTRY 

Sunday, August 20th  

 

Board of Trustees  

5:00 pm  

Front Room 

  

Finance Committee  

6:00 pm  

Dillard Morrow 

Classroom 

 

Church Council  

7:00 pm  

Fellowship Center 

 Anyone interested in 

attending the 

Church Council 

meeting is welcome. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 

If someone in your 

family is attending a 

community college, 

college or university, 

locally or out of 

town, please send 

their name and 

contact information 

to Sherry Henderson 

at sherryuhenderson 

@gmail.com as soon 

as possible.  

Thank you.  

mailto:sherryuhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:sherryuhenderson@gmail.com


AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
 

Sound System 

First Sunday   Russell Wicker 

Second Sunday   Eric Wells 

Third Sunday   Don Harris 

Fourth Sunday   Steve & Alice Wright 

  

Ushers (8:45)  Rory Kiser, Earl Furbish 

Russ & Linda Armentrout 

 

Ushers (11:00) Alan Henderson, Mel Bunch, 

Jimmy Dancy, Ralph Hier, Greg Hodge,  

David Rogers, Jeff Powell 

 
Bread Makers 

First Sunday   Soul Food Ministry  

Second Sunday   Cheryl Waddingham 

Third Sunday   Lynn Black 

Fourth Sunday   Brenda Gibson  

  
Acolytes 

First Sunday Meg Prevatt 

Second Sunday   Dee Dee Majors 

Third Sunday   Campbell Powell 

Fourth Sunday  Hannah Deese  
 

Greeters (8:45) 

First Sunday  

Second Sunday   Rory & Jeannie Kiser 

Third Sunday   Russ & Linda Armentrout 

Fourth Sunday  John & Dottie Kinlaw 

  
Greeters (11:00) 

First Sunday   Shirley Koone & Wanda Davis 

Second Sunday   Randy & Louanne McDaniel 

Third Sunday   Van & Susie King 

Fourth Sunday   Joyce Gray & Margaret Britt 

Page 2 

 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

August 18 at 12:00 noon 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE  

Every Monday at Noon 
 

Send information for  

Newsletter & Bulletin to 
pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

                  

PICK-UP  -  PUT BACK  -  TURN OFF  -  LOCK UP! 

Please leave the area or room as you found it 

after your meeting or event. Return any items 

or furniture that have been borrowed from 

other rooms. Place all trash in the trashcans 

(food should be placed in the outside 

containers). Make sure you clean the grill, 

dishes or any appliances that were used. Turn 

off the lights and make sure the doors are 

locked.  

 

 
  

THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME 

                   — A Pastoral Word from Sydnor 

I look forward these summer mornings to 

sipping my coffee on the back porch and 

looking out on God’s creation spread before 

me. It is a time of prayer, as I lift the needs of 

many in our congregation and beyond, 

praying for comfort, strength and healing. It is 

also a time of quiet attunement as I listen to 

the bird song, the flutter of wings around the 

bird feeder—punctuated by the occasional 

caw caw of an insolent crow nearby. My 

golden retriever, Luke, lies still, for now, at my 

feet. Kelly attached a hummingbird feeder to 

the porch and it seems almost to be 

sacramental each time a hummingbird 

descends, hovers for a moment, before 

perching and sipping from the clear nectar. 

My day will get busy soon—but I’m thankful 

for this pause, this moment of deep 

connection with the natural world, before 

attending to the press of the day’s 

responsibilities. I’m reminded that God is near, 

that miracles are present and that my first task 

this morning is simply to open my eyes to the 

beauty and presence of a sacred now. 

God’s peace, 

 

 



STORIES OF CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINING 

An old Indian saying goes “Give a man a fish; feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish; feed him for 

a lifetime.” 

NETworX (pronounced “networks”) meets every Monday at Welcome Table at First Church. “What’s 

NETworX?” you say. 

I asked that question of Pastor Syndor and will attempt to pass on a brief overview of what I learned. 

Coming out of a Christian concern for the poor, NEtworX is a proven community structured program 

to nurture, educate and transform those caught in generational poverty. It’s like Habitat for 

Humanity or Hospice in that many churches and their members support and volunteer for these 

programs, but they are run separately from any particular religious group. 

Poverty is not just an absence of money, I learned. It’s an absence of many of the resources that 

support well-being. These may include financial, of course, but also may include cognitive, physical, 

emotional, social, spiritual, or educational skills. 

When you’re around NETworX volunteers you’ll hear words like Champions and Allies. Briefly, 

Champions are those taking part in the 12-15 week course. Allies are the volunteers who support, 

coach and learn with them.  “We’re learning about poverty together,” Sydnor said. 

They meet each Monday at Welcome Table for a meal together and at 6:00 go to classrooms for 

small group work on basic life skills (self esteem, nutrition, interviewing, proper dress, budgets, 

punctuality, skills, interests, etc.). Child care is provided and the children have age appropriate 

training as well.  

“It’s most rewarding to see how they begin to support each other,” Sydnor added. One of the 

group had a health issue recently that required a hospital stay. “I went to see her,” he said, “and 

discovered the whole group there for a visit.” 

They work on goal setting and are asked to imagine what they want their futures to look like. It’s a 

challenge to try to not move too fast and to have the group learn to look beyond their own 

situation to the big view. There will be follow-up meetings following the initial sessions with this group 

as well as with the subsequent ones to come. “We want them to know that there’s a group here 

every week….. that there are people here who care about each of them!” Current Ally volunteers, 

as well as Sydnor, from First Church are Sandra Turner, Nancy & Dan Smith, and Alice Wright.  

Sydnor went on to explain that there are NETworX groups across the state and nation. We are all 

connected to help and support each other. “It’s one of the most satisfying things you can do when 

you see hope and change happening,” he said. 

He gives an open invitation to visit on Monday evenings if you want to see the program in action. 

Who knows, you may want to apply to be a Champion or an Ally! 

This is not the end of this story; however. Next month I’ll report on my conversations with several of 

the Champions. I think you’ll see, as I did, that Christ’s light is shining in this group. 

(Send your ideas or stories of Christ Light Shining to: Shirley Koone at 828-287-3730 or email: 

shirleykoone@gmail.com) 
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THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Our Administrative Assistant will be on vacation August 7-11. The August 13th bulletin cut-off is 

August 3rd. If you would like to volunteer during this week in the church office, please contact Pam. 

The Church Office will be closed on Friday, September 1st and Monday, September 4th for the 

Labor Day holiday. The September 10th bulletin cut-off is August 31st. 



NEON meets on Sunday Nights from 5:00-7:00 pm 

in the Youth Center! Come shine Christ's light 

through Bible study, games, food, and fellowship! 

Doors open at 4:30 and dinner begins at 5:00! 

YOUTH NEWS 

HEBREWS MORNING DEVOTION 

 

 
HeBrews meets before school from 6:30-7:15 am at 

the Boy Scout Hut. Come start your day off right 

and enjoy a mid-week pick-me-up of coffee, 

breakfast, and a youth-led devotion! 

Be sure to check our website and 

Facebook page to see what’s 

happening in our ministries! 

NEON will resume on August 27th 

August 27th @ 12:15 in the Youth Center 

Keep up with 

everything 

happening in 

FUMC’s Youth 

Ministry! Sign up 

for our Text 

Updates! 

WANT THE CHANCE TO HAVE LUNCH BROUGHT TO YOU 

AT SCHOOL? Every time you come to a youth event, you 

can enter for the chance to have lunch brought to you by 

Beau! You can get information forms directly from Beau or 

you can find it on the church website. 
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Lake Weekend  

August 4-5 @ The Well’s Dock 
Wrap-up the summer with a weekend on the Lake! Bring 

your swim gear and a towel and anything you might 

need to camp out on the dock!  

We’ll meet at the church at 4:00 pm to load up the van 

and head to the Well’s dock for dinner. We will camp 

out on the dock and spend the day on the lake tubing, 

skiing, and enjoying the water. We will pack up and be 

home by 6:00 pm. Please bring $5 for dinner Friday night. 
*One piece/tankini swim suits for girls, please* 

Check the FUMC website for more information. 

HeBrews will resume on September 6th 

Summer Bible Study Wrap-Up Party 
To celebrate the completion of our Summer Bible Study, 

we will be traveling to Gaffney to The Big E for a day of 

fun! We will meet at FUMC at 4:00pm and return at 9:00pm 

Cost: $20 (includes dinner, laser tag, and bowling—bring extra 

money for arcade games if you would like) 

Register online at https://www.jotform.com/

beaulunceford/the-big-e 

& 

Join us for our Fall Kick-Off on August 27th 

from 5:00-7:00 pm for our Open House event! 

This will be an opportunity for our returning 

and new youth, parents, and congregation to 

experience what happens on a Sunday night 

at NEON! Don’t miss out on this exciting op-

portunity to see what is happening in our 

Youth Ministry!  

We will also host our beginning of the year 

Youth Parent Meeting to take a look at the 

2017-2018 Calendar and fill out new Student 

Information Forms! 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/the-big-e
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/the-big-e


SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday school starts at 9:45 in the SHINE Room on 

the 1st Floor for games, music, and our week’s 

Bible Story. Lots of fun things happening each 

week - crafts, games, and most importantly, Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

During the 8:45 & 11:00 am services, all children are invited to come to sit at the altar for Children's Time with 

Rufus the Rabbit to hear a kid-geared Bible lesson! After Children’s Time, all children ages 4 through 2nd Grade 

will be invited to go with our adult volunteers to the SHINE Room for the duration of the service. This program 

has activities, crafts, storytelling, games and more as children learn on their level about Jesus and the church. 

We hope this program will encourage families and children to come and experience God on Sunday 

mornings! 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

PRESCHOOL 

This month our First Look 

theme is “Wonderful 

World” where our 

preschoolers will learn 

that “God made 

everything wonderful”. 

Each week, they will 

experience stories like 

Land and Plants, Water 

and Sky, Animals, and Adam and Eve. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Interested in volunteering on Sunday mornings in 

our Children’s Ministry? There are SO many ways 

that you can be a part of this growing ministry. 

You can still volunteer without giving up your 

Sunday School class or service experiences every 

Sunday. YOU can make a difference in our church 

and ministry by serving our children! Let us know 

how you might like to serve: https://

www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-

volunteer-submission 

OR email blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org  
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KINDERGARTEN—5TH GRADE 

This month our 252 Basics 

theme is “Drum Line” 

where our children will 

learn that “Respect is 

showing others they are 

important by what you 

say and do. ”  Kids will 

hear stories like, Keep 

Calm and Respect God 

(Matthew 8:5-13), Keep 

Calm and Respect Others (James 2:1-4, 8-9), Keep 

Calm and Respect Your Parents (Ephesians 6:1-3; 

Deuteronomy 5:16), Keep Calm and Respect Your 

Leaders (1 Samuel 24). 

Watch fumcrutherfordton.org and First Kids on 

Facebook for more information! 

Be sure to check our 

website and Facebook 

page to see what’s 

happening in our 

ministries! 

September 10th 12:15 in the Youth Center 

PROMOTION SUNDAY & CHILDREN’S 

PARENT MEETING 
AUGUST 13TH @ 9:45 (during Sunday School) 

We will also host our beginning of the year 

Children’s  Parent Meeting to take a look at 

the 2017-2018 Calendar and update new 

Child Information Forms! 

& 

YOU can make a difference in our church and ministry by 

serving in our children’s ministry! https://www.jotform.com/

beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission


 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF  

 

Phone:  (828) 287-3704 

 

 

Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102 

Pastor 

sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Beau Lunceford, Ext. 106 Pam Craft, Ext. 100 

 Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry Administrative Assistant 

 blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114 Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115 

 Director of Music Organist 

 pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Kathy Watson, Ext. 103 Alice Wright, Ext. 112  

 TLC Preschool Director Friendship Club Director  

 kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org awright@fumcrutherfordton.org  

 

First United Methodist Church 

264 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! 


