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2018 Church Council Planning Retreat 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 

9:00 am to Noon 

Church Fellowship Center 
All members of the 2018 Church Council are urged to attend as we plan 

our ministries for the coming year. Members of the church are asked to be 

in prayer for this important meeting where we will determine our ministry 

priorities for the coming year. Thank you! 

 

We have set-up caller groups for each church committee with our church 

phone system, One Call Now. This will enable each committee 

chairperson to contact their committee members with important news, 

meeting reminders and any changes or updates.  Instruction sheets will be 

available for each 2018 committee chairperson at the Church Council 

Planning Retreat. 

 

NEW 2018 LEADERSHIP BOOKLETS  

The new edition of our Serving as Leaders booklet is now available in the 

racks outside of the church office. Thank you all for agreeing to serve as 

leaders or as part of committees or ministry teams this coming year.  



THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME 

                   — A Pastoral Word from Sydnor 

There is something in my dog Luke that loves to escape the confines of the parsonage backyard, to 

jump the fence and run into the unfamiliar world of the neighbor’s yard and the woods out back. 

He never runs far—I think he knows the parsonage is home. But there is a wildness in him that won’t 

abide perfect obedience and domesticity. I imagine it is his wolf DNA that needs to burst out of the 

restraints of parsonage life occasionally; if only for a little while, to live free and roam wild. 

A few Sundays ago, I let Luke out in the early morning to do his business. No sooner had I turned my 

back, but Kelly cried out—“Luke has jumped the fence!” I looked out and saw him high-tailing it for 

the neighbor’s yard in the dawn’s early light. I launched after him, despite the snow on the ground 

and my skimpy attire of bathrobe and slippers. You probably would be surprised at how mean and 

nasty your pastor can sound when chasing his dog early on a Sunday morning, before he’s 

showered and dressed and put on his preaching robes. “Bad dog!” escaped my lips more than 

once, as Luke sniffed his way into the woods, making every effort to ignore me. We must have 

made a commotion, because we managed to startle the turkey vultures roosting in the trees in the 

nearby woods. Luke and I stopped our chase for a moment, impressed with the sound of wings 

taking to the air and the sight of snow falling from the tree branches. For a moment, both of us were 

captivated. 

I wonder if there is something in me and maybe in us all—something that runs deep in our DNA—

that won’t abide perfect obedience and domesticity. The church sometimes gets associated with 

that which civilizes and tames—and certainly there is a place for obedience and the submission of 

will. But it is a mistake, I believe, to imagine God as simply the rule maker—the love of God revealed 

in Jesus Christ can also be a rule breaker. There is something of God, I believe, in our yearning to 

escape the confines of a domesticated and familiar worship—that wants to burst out of such 

restraints to live free and roam wild. 

As I enter this new year, I’m glad for Luke’s influence. He is a good dog, an incredibly loving and 

caring animal. But he also has a taste for life beyond the fence. He helps me to imagine and dream 

about a life and a ministry that explores new and unfamiliar places.  I need that in my life and 

ministry—perhaps we do as a church. May we remember that we serve a God who beckons us to 

follow him to strange and unfamiliar heights—"He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me 

upon my high places” (Psalm 18:33). May he give us the courage and the strength to follow. 

Blessings in the new year, 
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A NEW STUDY FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

Pastor Sydnor will be leading an eight-week book discussion from 3 pm to 4 pm beginning Sunday, 

January 7th in the Perry-Moore House. The book, “The Class Meeting” by Kevin M. Watson, is a “fresh 

new guide to the theory and practice of the Wesley class meeting, an essential element of truly 

Wesleyan spirituality.” Dr. Elaine Heath, the Dean of Duke Divinity School and the guest preacher for 

our 2018 Logan Preaching Mission recommends it “to clergy and congregations who are looking for 

ways to develop deeper discipleship and reconnect with our own, rich Wesleyan heritage.” A sign-

up sheet for the class is on the bulletin board outside the church office. 



CHURCH OFFICE NEWS 

The office will be closed Monday, January 

15th. The cut off for the January 21st bulletin 

will be on Friday, January 12th. Thank you 
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MUSIC NOTES 

May this New Year be filled with continued 

blessings for you, your family, church family 

and friends! Looking back over 2017, the first 

thought that comes to mind is “Whew! What 

a busy year this has been!” Yes, it has been a 

very busy year, and I, personally, am thankful 

to have been a part (although small in 

comparison) of the activities of this church.  

This new year promises to be even busier and 

what wonderful blessings can come of it!  

According to a quote from Abraham Lincoln, 

“The best thing about the future is that it 

comes only one day at a time.” My prayer is 

that we approach each day with the 

excitement and enthusiasm of a child when 

he/she wakes on Christmas morning to find a 

much-wished-for toy under the tree. How can 

it be otherwise when there is opportunity to 

help those in need. I count it one of my 

greatest blessings to witness your love and 

enthusiasm as you reach out into that 

community of need. 

My heartfelt thanks to the Chancel Choir and 

the Handbell Choir for your hard work and 

dedication throughout the year and 

especially during Christmas, Easter, and the 

special services. A special thank you to Mike 

Fields who built the higher step stool so the 

choir can see me. 

Thank you Norvin Clontz for the lovely new 

chairs in the choir loft given in memory of 

Lydia Clontz. Members of the choir now have 

a rack for their books. This has been an item 

of discussion within the choir for some time.  

These new chairs solved the problem. We are 

indebted to Eric Wells for use of his loading 

dock, warehouse, truck, muscle, and time to 

get these chairs from his warehouse to the 

church. To the men (Joe Carson, Pete Pryor, 

Beau Lunceford, and Don Harris) who gave 

their time and muscle to unload and unpack 

the chairs—THANK YOU! 

WELCOME TABLE 

January 8, 15, & 22, 2018 

Volunteer help is needed.  

You could volunteer to cook, serve, or help 

clean up. The hours of cooking are 11:00 until 

4:00, serving 4:00 until 6:30, and clean up from 

6:00 until 7:30. Some individuals cook, serve, 

and clean up, so any extra help is 

appreciated. You can get with Bud Deck 

when you arrive and let him know where you 

are willing to serve. 

If you are unable to volunteer, please join us 

for a delicious meal and make friends with our 

Welcome Table neighbors. 

 

WINTER CLOTHING COLLECTION: We are 

collecting coats for our Welcome Table 

guests. Please place donations in the tote in 

the church office. Thanks for all that you do 

for our neighbors. 

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 

4:00pm 

Rutherfordton Presbyterian  



NEON meets on Sunday Nights from 5:00-7:00 

pm in the Youth Center! Come shine Christ's 

light through Bible study, games, food, and 

fellowship! Doors open at 4:30 and dinner 

begins at 5:00! 

YOUTH NEWS 

Keep up with 

everything 

happening in 

FUMC’s Youth 

Ministry! Sign up 

for our Text 

Updates! 

Ski Trip 2018 
January 12-15 

Be sure to check our website and 

Facebook page, Instagram, & Twitter to 

stay up on what’s happening in our 

ministry! 

WANT THE CHANCE TO HAVE LUNCH BROUGHT TO YOU AT 

SCHOOL? Every time you come to a youth event, you can 

enter for the chance to have lunch brought to you by Beau! 

You can get information forms directly from Beau or you can 

find it on the church website. 
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Teams will embark on adventures throughout Rutherford 

County to be the Glowing Goose Chase Champs- The 

Golden Goose! Missions of pictures, videos, and GPS 

check-ins are all a part of the game. Each mission is 

worth points, the more points each team gains, the 

closer they come to taking home the Golden Goose 

title. 

Teams will gather at 4:45 to talk strategy over the a 

quick bite to eat before the hunt begins at 5:00. Youth 

will be paired with driving adults to help them make the 

most of their hour and a half of scavenging around 

town. Teams will return at 6:30 to tally points and 

announce winners! 

 

Teams will be assigned at arrival on Sunday night. Be 

sure to register for this event so we can know what kinds 

of teams to expect!  https://www.jotform.com/

beaulunceford/glowing-goose-chase-2018 

Students will meet at FUMC at 4:00 pm on 

Friday January 12th. We will return on January 

15th around 2:00 pm.  

If you have any questions, please email 

blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org 

HEBREWS MORNING DEVOTION 

 

 
HeBrews meets before school from 6:30-7:15 am at 

the Boy Scout Hut. Come start your day off right 

and enjoy a mid-week pick-me-up of coffee, 

breakfast, and a youth-led devotion! 

January 21st @ 12:15 in the Youth Center 

Glowing Goose Chase 
January 28th @ 4:45-7 pm 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/glowing-goose-chase-2018
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/glowing-goose-chase-2018


SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday school starts at 9:45 in the SHINE 

Room on the 1st Floor for games, music, and 

our week’s Bible Story. Lots of fun things 

happening each week - crafts, games, and 

most importantly, Jesus! 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

VOLUNTEER 

Interested in volunteering on Sunday mornings in 

our Children’s Ministry? There are SO many ways 

that you can be a part of this growing ministry. 
You can still volunteer without giving up your 

Sunday School class or service experiences 

every Sunday. YOU can make a difference in 

our church and ministry by serving our children! 

Let us know how you might like to serve: https://

www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry

-volunteer-submission  OR email 

blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org  
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This month our 252 Basics theme is “Work It Out: 

Stick to the Plan” where our children will learn 

that “Commitment is making a plan and putting 

it into practice.” Kids will hear stories like, “Rock 

On” (Sand and Rock; Matthew 7:24-27), “Living 

on a Prayer” (Model Prayer; Luke 11:1-14), “Who 

Are You?” (Who do you say that I am?; Matthew 

16:13-20), and “Pennies from Heaven” (Widow’s 

Offering; Mark 12:41-44). 

Be sure to check our 

website and Facebook 

page to see what’s 

happening in our 

ministries! 

During the 8:45 & 11:00 am services, all children 

are invited to come to sit at the altar for 

Children's Time with Rufus the Rabbit to hear a 

kid-geared Bible lesson! After Children’s Time, all 

children ages 4 through 2nd Grade are invited 

to go with our volunteers to the SHINE Room for 

the duration of the service for activities, crafts, 

storytelling, games and more as children learn 

on their level about Jesus and the church. 

January 21st @ 12:15 in the Youth Center 

Watch fumcrutherfordton.org and First Kids on 

Facebook and Instagram for more information! 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
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STORIES OF CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINING 

I’m not big on making New Year’s resolutions. I guess I always thought it was too defeating when I 

couldn’t, or didn’t, keep them. Or, perhaps, it was just too embarrassing to admit out loud to all my 

shortcomings. 

But this year is different. I decided back in the summer what my resolution was going to be for the 

next year. Here is how it came about. 

Many of you know that I enjoy playing golf. Unfortunately, my game is no where as strong as my 

desire to play. (No, my resolution has nothing to do with working to lower my golf score.) 

The realization; however, did take place on the golf course. Over the last couple of years I’ve been 

paired with two different, remarkable women golfers. Both are very good players, but are two of the 

most encouraging partners with whom I have ever played. I could have a 10 on a hole, or be so 

disgusted with a shot, or miss a “gimmie” putt and these gals would find something on which to 

compliment me! “You had a great drive” or “Your putt on the last hole was super” or…… you get 

the idea. 

So, my resolution for 2018 is to consciously try to be a more “encouraging” person. I learned at the 

first group meeting of the “Buddy Groups” that this fits right in with this group’s “PEC” goals (pray, 

encourage, call). I think it’s also Biblical. In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians he writes in chapter 

5:15……. 

(Quoting from The Message) 

“Gently encourage the stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to their feet. Be 

patient with each person, attentive to individual needs. And be careful that when you get on each 

other’s nerves you don’t snap at each other. Look for the best in each other, and always do your 

best to bring it out.” 

If you’re still looking for a New Year’s resolution, this chapter is full of suggestions. I encourage you to 

join me! 

(I also encourage you to share your stories & experiences through this column. Call me with your 

stories, experiences or ideas. Shirley Koone: 287-3730 or email: shirleykoone@gmail.com) 

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LADIES OF FIRST CHURCH 
Ladies, you are invited to join the United Methodist Women (UMW) for fellowship, food, and fun! 

 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

 

The Betty Wolfe Circle will meet at 11:30 am  

in Rutherfordton at the Olive Tree Restaurant for a Dutch-treat lunch.  

 

The Agape Circle will meet at 6:30 pm  

at the Perry-Moore House next door to the sanctuary for refreshments and a brief program.  

 

Please call either Zana Whitmire (Betty Wolfe Circle) at 287-9618, or Brenda Gibson (Agape Circle) 

at 429-477, if you have questions. We need your support and feel sure you will benefit by joining the 

UMW. If unable to attend either of these meetings, you can still participate as a Unit member. Call 

Caroline Edwards-Beam at 289-0122 for more information. Thanks!  



JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

Sound System  

First Sunday   Ed Bosgra 

Second Sunday   Don Harris 

Third Sunday   Russell Wicker 

Fourth Sunday   Eric Wells  

  

Ushers (8:45)  Ken Sanford, Pete Russell,  

 Doug Melton, Eric Gibson 

 

Ushers (11:00) Joe Carson, Charles Wright,  

 Gene Shuford, Don Harris,  

 Wayne Keever, John Lewis,  

 David McMillan 

 
Bread Makers 

First Sunday   Diane McMillan  

Second Sunday   Emily Yelton 

Third Sunday   Naomi Yelton 

Fourth Sunday   Nancy Smith 

  
Acolytes 

First Sunday Campbell Powell 

Second Sunday   Johanna Deese  

Third Sunday   Maris Rogers 

Fourth Sunday  Meg Prevatt 

 
Greeters (8:45) 

First Sunday Sandra Turner 

Second Sunday   Sandra Turner, Mabel Satrape 

Third Sunday   Russ & Linda Armentrout 

Fourth Sunday  John & Dottie Kinlaw 

 
Greeters (11:00) 

First Sunday   Ron & Dorothy Parker 

Second Sunday   Charles & Becky Wright  

Third Sunday   Jeep & Johnnie Martin 

Fourth Sunday   David & Debbie Best 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

January 18 at 12:00 noon 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE  

Every Monday at Noon 
 

Send information for  

Newsletter & Bulletin to 
pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

THE FOLLOWING MONETARY GIFTS HAVE BEEN 

RECEIVED: 

In memory of Bryan Basden, by the Piedmont Rifle & 

Pistol Club, Judge Laura Powell, Van & Susan Shehan, 

Charles & Becky Wright, Ed & Jeanette Bosgra, John & 

Kathy McDonald, Linda Haire, Judge Robert Martelle, 

Judge Tommy Davis, Jane Waters, Burt Marsh, Judge 

Randy Powell, Jeep & Johnnie Martin, Spindale United 

Methodist Church, Michael & Mary Katherine Taylor, 

Kandy Hoyle, designated for the General Fund; by the 

Dillard Morrow Sunday School Class, Craton & Teresa 

Stephens, designated for the Compassion Fund; by Lu 

Hamlin, designated for the Friendship Club. 

In memory of Mabel Bryson, by Carroll Bryson, 

designated for the General Budget. 

In honor of Joe Carson, by the RHI Legacy 

Foundation, designated for Welcome Table. 

In memory of Jack Flack, father of Ken Flack, by 

Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated for the Soul 

Food. 

In memory of William Hal Hunt, brother of Lucy Flack, 

by Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated for the Soul 

Food. 

In memory of Jimmy Kincaid, brother of Debbie Best, 

by Craton & Teresa Stephens, David & Debbie Best, 

designated for the Compassion Fund. 

In memory of Dot Marlow, mother of Dottie Kinlaw, by 

Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated for Welcome 

Table.  

In memory of Anne Spencer, mother of Nancy Tanner, 

by Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated for 

Welcome Table. 

In memory of Jimmy & Ellyn Tanner, by Craton & 

Teresa Stephens, designated for Welcome Table.  

In memory of Harold Thompson, father of Bill 

Thompson, by Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated 

for Welcome Table. 

In memory of Harriette Thompson, mother of Sydnor 

Thompson, by Craton & Teresa Stephens, designated 

for Compassion Fund; by Jane Waters, designated for 

the General Fund. 

In memory of Liz Turner, by Eddie & Lisa Price, Carolina 

Insurance, designated for the Music Fund; by Craton 

& Teresa Stephens, designated for Soul Food. 

In memory of Jimy Weaver, by Craton & Teresa 

Stephens, designated for Welcome Table. 

In memory of Merrill Wood, by Craton & Teresa 

Stephens, designated for Soul Food; by Sarah W. & 

Bobby Milling, designated for the General Fund. 



 

First United Methodist Church 

264 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! 

 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF  

 

Phone:  (828) 287-3704 

 

  

 Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102 Beau Lunceford, Ext. 106 

 Pastor Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry 

 sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org blunceford@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114 Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115 

 Director of Music Organist 

 pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Pam Craft, Ext. 100 Sandra Turner, Ext. 101 

 Administrative Assistant Receptionist 

 pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org sturner@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Kathy Watson, Ext. 103 Alice Wright, Ext. 112  

 TLC Preschool Director Friendship Club Director  

 kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org awright@fumcrutherfordton.org  


