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The First Word 
June 2018 

“I have come so that they may have life. I want them to have it in the 

fullest way possible.” 

John 10:10b, NIrV 

“God wants us to live FULLY ALIVE because we can  

trust that what He says is TRUE!” 

This week-long adventure is all about getting AMPED up for Jesus! We are going to learn how to live our 

lives FULLY ALIVE! WE can live like we know God is with us, like God has a plan for us, like Jesus is alive, and 

like we're part of a bigger story!  

Dinner starts at 5:30 in the Fellowship Center and Opening Ceremonies always starts right at 6:00! You 

won't want to miss a SECOND of our AMPED Bible Stories and crazy characters. Travel with your 

small group to Games, Missions, and Crafts in an evening of non-stop FULLY ALIVE fun! 

Children in preschool - 5th Grade are invited from 5:30-8:00 pm each night. (Children under 4 

years old must come with an adult.) 

 

And don't forget to bring the whole family along for an even BIGGER time on  

July 1st at 11:00 am for our Family Experience!  
 

Pro-Tip: Registration & Check-in will be downstairs in the Tot Learning Center Lobby this year.  

Dinner will be served each night from 5:30-6:00 pm; VBS 6:00-8:00 pm 

JUNE 26-29, 2018 

SUNDAY, JULY 1ST WORSHIP 

VBS Family Experience 

July 1st at 11:00 am 

We invite all of our participants and their families to join us on Sunday, July 1st at 11:00 in the Fellowship Center for our VBS 

Family Experience! Families will get to sing, dance, and experience what our participants have gotten to enjoy all week long! 

Be sure to plan on attending this exciting experience with your whole family!! 

11:00 am Service Only & No 8:45 am Service & No Sunday School for Children & Youth 



THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME 

                   — A Pastoral Word from Sydnor 

Should ministry get involved in politics? Some of us might wish 

that there was a wall separating our faith and political issues. It is 

kind of nice when preachers stick to noncontroversial statements 

when they are in the pulpit or writing for the church newsletter. 

Some of us might even think that the separation of church and 

state means we should keep politics out of our religious discourse. 

But of course, we’d have to pretty much ignore most of Scripture 

if we asserted God wasn’t interested in our politics. (Our Founders 

advocated for an institutional separation; they never meant that 

our religious beliefs shouldn’t inform our political positions). The 

word politics comes from the Greek, meaning “affairs of the 

cities.” So, when we are talking about politics, we are talking 

about community—the specifics of relationships in community. 

And when we think about it, God cares very much how we 

relate to each other. I guess what makes such discussions hard is 

that they quickly get specific. We much prefer the preacher to 

speak in generalities about God’s love. When we start talking 

about specific policies, things can get heated pretty quickly. 

But, of course, if ministry is to be effective, it must get specific. If 

the devil is in the details, I guess God is too. When we talk about 

how we treat one another, we need to get specific. I can tell 

Kelly all day long that I love her, but until my love takes shape in 

concrete ways—of what value is it? If Kelly can’t see my love in 

my behavior, she has good reason to wonder if I’m serious—or 

worse, if I’m using the language of love to mask something else, 

some personal agenda. 

I guess that is why politics is so hard for us to talk about—it forces 

us to address the issue of power. Who has the power and who 

doesn’t? How are we using power? Are we willing to submit to a 

process (like free and fair elections) where we risk not getting our 

way? Are we able to feel strongly about an issue and still allow 

others to have different opinions? 

Being more aware of power means becoming more conscious 

of how we can use everything, even our religious views, to get 

our way. We begin to see that not addressing political issues 

makes us blind to how we may be using power to our own 

advantage. 

So, I hope you will encourage me as your pastor to get specific- 

to push you and myself to look at the hard issues of community 

and how we relate to each other. For only then does our love for 

God and one another become genuine. Only then can God 

truly transform us in the love we see revealed in Jesus Christ. 

God’s peace, 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
 

Miranda Celeste Boone  
RS Central High School 

 

Emma Elizabeth Hutchins 
 RS Central High School 

 

Olivia Catherine Turner 
 RS Central High School 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

COLLEGE GRADUATES 
 

Andrea Leigh Keever 
NC State University 

 

Caroline Longerbeam 
UNC Wilmington 

 

Donald S. Penson 
UNC Charlotte 

William States Lee College of Engineering 
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THE FOLLOWING MONETARY 

GIFTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED: 

In memory of Clay Hollifield, 

father of Nan Morris, 

designated for the Friendship 

Club; by Eric & Brenda Gibson. 

In memory of Jane Waters’ 

Dad’s Birthday, designated for 

the General Fund; by Jane 

Waters. 

In memory of Lib & Charles 

Young for Mother’s Day and 

Father’s Day from Bill & 

Maggie Young, Molly & Miette 

Fox, Jae Berry & Seon Joon 

Young, designated for the 

Dillard Morrow Sunday School 

Class.  



To My FUMC & Rutherfordton Family, 

Have you started praying yet?  

I am already praying for the new youth and children’s leader, 

for this next season of FUMC’s history, and for each and every 

one of you! I hope that you are praying too. I hope you’re 

praying for God to bring the person who will lead and guide 

FUMC through this next season of life. I hope you encourage, 

support, and pray over Staff-Parish as they take their time to 

prayerfully consider each step of searching and each 

candidate they encounter. (Don’t rush them – good things take 

time. Wouldn’t you rather wait for the right person than 

immediately settle for the wrong one?) I hope you pray for our 

youth and children as they work through a time of transition. 

Prayer is a POWERFUL thing and God does amazing things 

through it every day. I hope you are praying BIG prayers for the 

future of FUMC!! 

However, ministry doesn’t happen by prayer alone. Encourage 

one another to support and serve with our youth and children’s 

ministries! This is a BIG job during a BIG time and it can’t be done 

by the youth and children’s council alone.  

God has a way of throwing us off what we think we need and 

setting back on HIS path for us. This new adventure was a 

surprise– it was never a part of the plan to be leaving 

Rutherfordton so soon after arriving. But, when this opportunity 

presented itself, I knew that God was reminding me to be just as 

good a listener as I am a talker and go where He sends me. This 

church family has always been good to me in every way 

imaginable – Crossroads has some very big, brightly colored 

shoes to fill.  

Small Town Friendly, Rutherfordton, NC. I mean, I don’t think I 

could've asked for a better place to spend my first years in REAL 

ministry. Rutherfordton has been my home and my life during this 

season and I can’t imagine a place more deserving of it. My 

heart breaks to leave behind so many families that I have grown 

to love and depend on here at FUMC Rutherfordton, but I look 

forward to the excitement that God has in store at Crossroads 

Church in Douglasville, GA. But, as I have always heard it, it’s not 

“goodbye”, it’s just “see you later”. Thank you for loving me as 

your own and trusting me to love and care for your children – 

big and small. You have made an impact to my life beyond 

words. 

Do good. Be safe. Make good choices. 



NEON meets on Sunday Nights from 5:00-7:00 pm 

in the Youth Center! Come shine Christ's light 

through Bible study, games, food, and fellowship! 

Doors open at 4:30 and dinner begins at 5:00!  

YOUTH NEWS 

Be sure to check our website and 

Facebook page, Instagram, & Twitter 

to stay up on what’s happening in 

our ministry!  

Watch for future Meetings in the fall 

Keep up with 

everything 

happening in 

FUMC’s Youth 

Ministry! Sign up 

for our Text 

Updates! 

WANT THE CHANCE TO HAVE LUNCH BROUGHT TO YOU AT 

SCHOOL? Every time you come to a youth event, you can 

enter for the chance to have lunch brought to you by Beau! 

You can get information forms directly from Beau or you can 

find it on the church website. 

Page 4 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 26-29TH 

& FAMILY EXPERIENCE ON JULY 1ST 

Register to volunteer online! 
Worship Team Practices from 9-12 on  

June 2, 9, 16, 23 

Carowinds Summer Kick Off 

June 13th 8:30-6:30 

Cost: $35 
Register at  

https://form.jotform.com/firstkidsrutherford/

carowinds-summer-kick-off-2018  
$35 covers access to the park as well as lunch. Bus leaves at 

8:30 am, please arrive at FUMC Youth Center by 8:15 am 

Youth Summer Bible Study 

6:00-7:30 pm 
Weekly youth, in-home Bible Study will be 

hosted by various community leaders. The 

night includes dinner, fellowship, and fun! Be 

sure to subscribe to our text messages and 

social media to see where each week’s study 

will be held. 
Mark your calendars for Tuesdays! 

June 19th, July 10th, 17th, 24th, and 31st 

 
June 19th will be at The Hutchins’ Home at  

207 Chisholm Trail in Rutherfordton. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday school starts at 9:45 in the SHINE Room 

on the 1st Floor for games, music, and our 

week’s Bible Story. Lots of fun things 

happening each week - crafts, games, and 

most importantly, Jesus!  

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

Be sure to check our 

website and Facebook 

page to see what’s 

happening in our 

ministries! 

This month our 252 Basics theme is “Amped: Live Fully 

Alive” where our children will learn that “Confidence is 

living like you believe what God says is true.” Kids will 

hear stories like Jesus is the Cornerstone, Ephesians 2:20-

22a; Gideon, Judges 6-8; Samson, Judges 13-16; and 

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal, 1 Kings 18. 

VOLUNTEER 
Interested in volunteering on Sunday mornings in 

our Children’s Ministry? There are SO many ways 

that you can be a part of this growing ministry. You 

can still volunteer without giving up your Sunday 

School class or service experiences every Sunday. 

YOU can make a difference in our church and 

ministry by serving our children! Let us know how 

you might like to serve: https://www.jotform.com/

f i r stk idsrutherford/fumc-min ist ry-volunteer-

submission  

OR email firstkidsrutherfordton@gmail.com 

During the 11:00 am service, all children are invited to 

come to sit at the altar for Children's Time with Rufus the 

Rabbit to hear a kid-geared Bible lesson! After 

Children’s Time, all children ages 4 through 2nd Grade 

will be invited to go with our adult volunteers to the 

SHINE Room for the duration of the service for activities, 

crafts, storytelling, games and more as children learn on 

their level about Jesus and the church.  

Watch fumcrutherfordton.org and First Kids on 

Facebook and Instagram for more information!  

Watch for future meetings in the Fall 

Our RockStars will be performing during the 11:00 am 

service on June 3rd! 

Page 5 

Mega Mondays are back this Summer!  

Mondays from 9-12 

Creek Stomp on June 18th 

Mad Science Party on July 9th 

KidSenses ($8) on July 16th  
Register online! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JUNE 26-29TH 
& FAMILY EXPERIENCE ON JULY 1ST 

Register online! 

https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission
https://www.jotform.com/beaulunceford/fumc-ministry-volunteer-submission


STORIES OF CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINING 

When my son was a teenager, he worked one summer for a road building company and drew the 

assignment, one day, to be a flagman. I remarked that I thought that must be one of the most 

boring job in the world! He answered me that “it wasn’t so bad if you talked to people!” 

I’ve thought of that comment many times and have decided that it expressed more wisdom than a 

16 year old might realize. 

Our story this month comes from one of our members who experienced the Light of Christ for himself 

and another because he was open to talk with a stranger. 

The setting is a doctor’s office where he was waiting for his wife to finish with a follow up 

appointment. He casually noticed an older lady sitting in a wheel chair. She seemed alone and 

somewhat needy. “I thought I could sense that she wanted to talk,” he said, but it was a public 

place and he didn’t know her or any of the other people. He was hesitant. 

When the nurse came to speak to her, she asked the lady if she had anyone with her or if she was 

alone? 

“I’ve been alone all my life,” she replied. 

At that our member’s ears perked up. “I had been trying to avoid a conversation, but she kept 

looking my way.” “What are you here for,” he asked. 

It turns out that she was seeing this doctor to determine if her heart was strong enough for her to 

have heart by-pass surgery………and like the rest of her life, she was facing this alone! 

“I’d like to add you to my prayer list and also to my church’s list,” he told her. At that she asked, “Do 

you think your sole goes straight to heaven when you die?” 

The conversation had gone far beyond casual talk at this point. Our member answered this lonely 

lady with what he believed, based on Jesus’ life and teachings, but it was evident that she was 

thinking beyond a heart procedure. Life and death were on her mind and she felt alone! 

As the nurse was rolling her away, “I patted her on the shoulder and reminded her that I would be 

praying for her.” 

“I wonder if I could have done more to encourage and comfort her? I think that the next time I feel 

a stranger’s need, I’ll be more prone to act!” 

It’s easy to be an “armchair quarterback”. We all second guess ourselves at times, especially in 

unexpected situations. “I wish I had said so and so or done such and such.” But every word of 

encouragement that we can give another, God can use to multiply.  

Life is not nearly so hard “if you talk to people”! 

(To whom have you been an encourager? Have you been encouraged in time of need by 

someone special? Send your Christ Light stories to Shirley Koone by phone: 828-287-3730 or email: 

shirleykoone@gmail.com) 

 
THE AGAPE CIRCLE will visit Henderson Care 

Center on Tuesday, June 12th. We will meet 

at 6:30 PM at the Annex Parking Lot, across 

from the Perry Moore House to carpool to the 

Center. We will have a devotion, prayer, 

hymns and refreshments for the patients. All 

women of the church are invited to join us. 
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BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 

We are still in need of additional members to 

help set up, prepare food items and clean up 

before or after funeral services.  

If you are willing to help, please contact the 

church office.  



 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

June 15 at 12:00 noon 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE  

Every Monday at Noon 
 

Send information for Newsletter & Bulletin 

to pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 
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JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Greeters (8:45) 

1st Sunday   Dan Smith and Earl Furbish 

2nd Sunday   Ken & Diane Sanford 

3rd Sunday   John & Deb Vincent 

4th Sunday   Rory & Jeannie Kiser 
 

Greeters (11:00) 

1st Sunday   Ron & Dorothy Parker 

2nd Sunday   Charles & Becky Wright 

3rd Sunday   Jeep & Johnnie Martin 

4th Sunday   Van & Susie King, Ann Almond 
 

Sound System 

1st Sunday   Don Suttles 

2nd Sunday   Pete Pryor 

3rd Sunday   Ed Bosgra 

4th Sunday   Don Harris 
 

Ushers (8:45)  Ken Sanford, Eric Gibson,  

 Pete Russell, Doug Melton 
 

Ushers (11:00) David Best, Odean Keever,  

 Todd Snaith, Steve Wright,  

 Grant McRorie, Rick Ensley,  

 Mike Fields 
 

Bread Makers 

1st Sunday   Helen Rogers 

2nd Sunday   Becky Wright 

3rd Sunday   Soul Food Ministry 

4th Sunday   Cheryl Waddingham 
 

Acolytes 

1st Sunday Johannah Deese 

2nd Sunday   Maris Rogers  

3rd Sunday   Meg Prevatt 

4th Sunday  Dee Dee Majors 
 

Communion Stewards 

1st Sunday Ron & Dorothy Parker  

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 

June 21-24 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

We are excited to announce that Stephen 

Ministry Training will take place again this fall!  

The 50 hour training involves 2 hour, weekly 

sessions, over a period of 4 months. These 

sessions focus on such topics as Christian 

caregiving, feelings, the art of listening, crisis 

theory, and Supervision for practicing Stephen 

Ministers.  

Those serving as Stephen Ministers participate 

in bi-monthly meetings which include support 

groups and continuing education covering 

topics related to aging, grief, depression, 

hospitalization, long-term care, death and 

dying, divorce, childbirth and spiritual care, 

among others. Speakers from the community 

keep us updated and connected to local 

services.  

This year the training will NOT have an 

overnight retreat. It will begin on Friday, 

September 7th, at 5:30 with dinner at the 

Olive Tree in Rutherfordton. Following dinner, 

we will begin the training in the Perry-Moore 

House until about 9:00. We will meet back at 

the church on Saturday morning, with 

breakfast at 7:30 and training until 12:30. Then 

the training will continue each Thursday night, 

from 6:30-8:30 and will be completed in 

December. The cost of the training is $50 

which pays for the required manuals and 

books. 

We ask that you prayerfully consider if this 

training is for you. Look for our Stephen 

Ministers, who wear the blue name tags, and 

ask them about Stephen Ministry, the training, 

and their experiences. It is truly a blessing to 

gain this knowledge and to be able to be the 

hands and feet of Christ as we minister to 

those persons in our church and community.  

Giving our time to walk with someone on their 

life journey is a powerful way to shine the light 

of Christ on Main Street and beyond. 



 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF  

 

Phone:  (828) 287-3704 

 

  

 Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102 Chris Kiser, Ext. 117 

 Pastor Intern Pastor 

 sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org  

 

 Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114 Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115 

 Director of Music Organist 

 pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Pam Craft, Ext. 100 Sandra Turner, Ext. 101 

 Administrative Assistant Receptionist 

 pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org sturner@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Kathy Watson, Ext. 103 Alice Wright, Ext. 112  

 TLC Preschool Director Friendship Club Director  

 kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org awright@fumcrutherfordton.org  

 

First United Methodist Church 

264 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! 


