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SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 

A CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

We will celebrate the importance of those special people who are called 

to the ministry of Christian nurture through teaching. The day will include: 

Dedication of school teachers, administrators, and all church Christian 

educators at both morning worship services 

Dedication of Friendship Club and TLC Preschool staff and leaders at 

the 11:00 service 

Prayers of Blessing for all students at both worship services 

 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 20 

BACK TO SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

To be held in the Fellowship Center after the Welcome Table dinner for 

the children of the families of Welcome Table and NETworX.  

If you would like to donate school supplies (including book bags/no 

wheels), please place them in the box beside the Donation Station 

outside the church offices. If you have questions or need more 

information, please contact Angela Forney or Bud Deck. 

MEETINGS FOR 

MINISTRY 
Sunday, August 19th  

 

Board of Trustees  

5:00 pm  

Front Room 

  

Finance Committee  

6:00 pm  

Dillard Morrow 

Classroom 

 

Church Council  

7:00 pm  

Fellowship Center 

 Anyone interested in 

attending the 

Church Council 

meeting is welcome. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 

If someone in your 

family is attending a 

community college, 

college or university, 

locally or out of 

town, please send 

their name and 

contact information 

to Sherry Henderson 

at sherryuhenderson 

@gmail.com as soon 

as possible.  

Thank you.  

mailto:sherryuhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:sherryuhenderson@gmail.com


THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME 

                   — A Pastoral Word from Sydnor 

I remember gathering as a child in the summer months with other neighborhood children on the 

front steps of the walkway leading to my friend’s house on Brandon Road in Charlotte. A bunch of 

us would get together on those hot summer days and we would talk about whatever came to mind. 

As I think back, I remember that often the subject of our discussions centered on religious themes. I 

guess you could say our conversations were highly speculative! We each shared our own 

perspective on God and life and death. I remember those discussions as quite entertaining, even 

nourishing on some level—and we all seemed to enjoy each other’s thoughts and the opportunity 

to reflect. It was kind of a philosophy club for the uneducated. But what I remember now was how 

those conversations helped us to feel a deep connection to life, to the earth, and to one another. Is 

it possible that as children we are open to the reality of God and life in the spirit in a way that we 

lose as we age and mature? Perhaps we all start out in the Garden of Eden, and each of us wake 

one day to find ourselves guilty of transgressing the innocence and wholeness of early childhood. 

Summer may be that time when it is easiest to recall those days of wholeness and centeredness. 

Summer invites us outside where the connectedness of all things lies before us like an open book. 

Good poetry can also help us to see more deeply into the nature of things. The following poem by 

Mary Oliver reminds me of the conversations my friends and I would have on those hot summer days 

sitting on the steps by the sidewalk in the late afternoon. 

Some Questions You Might Ask 

Is the soul solid, like iron? 

Or is it tender and breakable, like 

the wings of a moth in the beak of the owl? 

Who has it, and who doesn’t? 

I keep looking around me. 

The face of the moose is as sad 

as the face of Jesus. 

The swan opens her white wings slowly. 

In the fall, the black bear carries leaves into the darkness. 

One question leads to another. 

Does it have a shape? Like an iceberg? 

Like the eye of a hummingbird? 

Does it have one lung, like the snake and the scallop? 

Why should I have it, and not the anteater 

who loves her children? 

Why should I have it, and not the camel? 

Come to think of it, what about the maple trees? 

What about the blue iris? 

What about all the little stones, sitting alone in the moonlight? 

What about roses, and lemons, and their shining leaves? 

What about the grass? 

  --Mary Oliver 

I suspect that the saving love of God in Jesus Christ is in some ways about the restoration of that 

original wholeness from which we emerge, in which we live, and to which we will all one day return. 

Summer blessings, 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Stephen Ministry is our congregation’s one-to-one caregiving ministry.  God works through Stephen 

Ministers to plant a seed of hope and healing in a person whose life journey has become difficult 

because of a crisis or challenges.  Caring nurtures the seed of God’s love - in the care receiver’s 

heart and in the heart of the Stephen Minister.   

What do Stephen Ministers do? 

* Listen 

* Explore feelings 

* Pray 

* Share Christ’s love 

* Maintain confidentiality 

* Attend to the caregiving process and leave the results to God 

Stephen Ministers care for people who are: 

* Grieving 

* In a crisis 

* In need of long-term care 

* Dying 

* Hospitalized 

* Divorcing 

* Experiencing losses as they age 

* Going through a crisis of childbirth 

* The family and friends of people in crisis 

Our church is blessed to have 21 actively serving Stephen Ministers who meet twice a month for 

continuing education and support groups.  To adequately serve our congregation, more Stephen 

Ministers are needed. We are offering another Stephen Ministry training, with the opening sessions 

beginning at The Olive Tree on Friday, September 7 and Saturday morning, September 8.  Training 

will continue each Thursday, from 6:30-8:30.  To avoid Saturday sessions, the training will be 

completed in January.  We are seeking church members who wish to learn how to be a 

compassionate listener and respond to various life crises.  If you are interested in this training and/or 

becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact a Stephen Leader: Donna Harrison (287-4621); Kim 

King (429-5948); Susie King (429-2715); or Sydnor Thompson (337-6868). 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither the one who plants nor the one 

who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  The one who plants and the one who 

waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each.  For 

we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.  (1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

NRSV)  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Sunday school starts at 9:45 in the SHINE Room 

on the 1st Floor for games, music, and our 

week’s Bible Story. Lots of fun things 

happening each week - crafts, games, and 

most importantly, Jesus!  

PROMOTION SUNDAY 

Sunday, August 19 

9:45 am (during Sunday School) 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

During both services, all children are invited to 

come to sit at the altar for Children's Time with 

Rufus the Rabbit to hear a kid-geared Bible 

lesson! After Children’s Time, all children ages 

4 through 2nd Grade will be invited to go with 

our adult volunteers to the SHINE Room for the 

duration of the service for activities, crafts, 

storytelling, games and more as children 

learn on their level about Jesus and the 

church.  



STORIES OF CHRIST’S LIGHT SHINING 

Rutherfordton and Thailand are a world away 

from each other, but in early July Christ’s Light 

was shining brightly in each place.  

One event celebrated life while the other 

memorialized death.  

The whole world followed the rescue efforts of 

the 12 young boys and their coach who were 

trapped miles inside a flooded cave in 

Thailand. Here, nearer to home, a church 

family, a community, and many more 

gathered to remember a husband, a father, a 

relative and a friend in S. G. Gabriel. 

When the news came that the first of the boys 

had been brought out, we began to have 

real hope that they might be saved, but it still 

seemed an almost impossible feat. When we 

heard of S. G.’s death, our sadness was 

washed with the hope of a faith that God 

had healed him. 

Christ’s Light continued to shine for the 

impossible became a reality. All twelve boys 

and their coach were eventually rescued, 

and we said prayers of thanksgiving for these 

young lives that we’ll most likely never meet.  

Back in Rutherfordton we witnessed Christ’s 

Light while remembering the giving life of S. 

G.. Even in death there was a spirit of joy; joy 

for a life well lived and for the peace and 

wholeness that is Christ’s promise. 

As I look at these two events that seem to 

have no connection to each other, I’m 

reminded that they are, indeed, connected. 

We worship a God that’s big enough,  

powerful enough, and loving enough to be 

present in events on both sides of the globe. 

We are cared for by a Savior who is present in 

our toughest moments of life and is present 

when we breathe our last. 

The Light can shine during a news flash on TV 

or in the midst of a special funeral service in a 

church sanctuary. Praise God for both! 

(Send your story ideas or Christ Light 

experiences to Shirley Koone. Call 828/287-

3730 or email: shirleykoone@gmail.com) 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on 

Friday, August 17 & Friday, August 31. 

Page 4 

YOUTH LAKE WEEKEND 

August 3-4 @ The Well’s Dock 

Wrap-up the summer with a weekend on the 

Lake! Bring your swim gear and a towel and 

anything you might need to camp out on the 

dock!  

We’ll meet at the church at 4:00 pm to load 

up the van and head to the Well’s dock for 

dinner. We will camp out on the dock and 

spend the day on the lake tubing, skiing, and 

enjoying the water. We will pack up and be 

home by 6:00 pm. Please bring $5 for dinner 

Friday night. 

*One piece/tankini swim suits for girls, please* 

YOUTH BACK TO SCHOOL POOL PARTY 

August 12th 

5:00-7:00 pm 

The Parsonage 
194 Honeysuckle Drive 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

 

Don’t’ forget your towel and swimsuit! 

(Ladies, one piece or “tankini” swimsuits.) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
 

The Logan Preaching Mission 
and 

Dr. Jody Seymour 
 

October 14, 2018 at 11:00am & 7:00pm 
October 15, 2018 at 7:00pm 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

August 16 at 12:00 noon 
 

SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE  

Every Monday at Noon 
 

Send information for Newsletter & Bulletin 

to pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org 

AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

Greeters (8:45) 

1st Sunday   Dan Smith & Earl Furbish 

2nd Sunday   Ken & Diane Sanford 

3rd Sunday   John & Deb Vincent 

4th Sunday   Rory & Jeannie Kiser 
 

Greeters (11:00) 

1st Sunday   Dillard & Carolyn Morrow 

2nd Sunday   Grant & B. J. McRorie 

3rd Sunday   Scott & Stacey Griffith 

4th Sunday   Buzz & Joyce Mercer 
 

Sound System 

1st Sunday   Don Suttles 

2nd Sunday   Pete Pryor 

3rd Sunday   Ed Bosgra 

4th Sunday Don Harris 
 

Ushers (8:45)  Rory Kiser, Earl Furbish, 

 Russ & Linda Armentrout 
 

Ushers (11:00) Bud Deck, Charles Wright,  

  Don Harris, Gene Shuford,  

  Wayne Keever, John Lewis,  

 David McMillan 
 

Bread Makers 

1st Sunday   Diane McMillan 

2nd Sunday   Emily Yelton 

3rd Sunday   Naomi Yelton 

4th Sunday   Nancy Smith 
 

Acolytes 

1st Sunday Campbell Powell 

2nd Sunday   Johannah Deese 

3rd Sunday   Maris Rogers  

4th Sunday  Meg Prevatt 
 

Communion Stewards 

1st Sunday VerAnn Kimbrough &  

                   Bobbie Tedford 
THE AGAPE CIRCLE  

We will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, August 

14th at the Perry-Moore House. Bobbie 

Tedford will be presenting the program and 

will have light refreshments. Our mission 

project for July is to donate items for school 

children, such as pencils, composition books, 

notebook paper, etc. Members are asked to 

bring items to the meeting. All ladies of the 

church are invited to join us. 

THE FOLLOWING MONETARY GIFTS HAVE 

BEEN RECEIVED: 

In honor of Joan King, by Harry & Patricia 

Harrelson, designated for Soul Food. 

In memory of S. G. Gabriel, by Charles & Sally 

McClure, designated for the Compassion 

Fund; by Janie Cape, Don & Wanda Hastings, 

Patricia Parker, Peggy Moore, Mary Lou Hord, 

Helen & Ed Lyerly, Alan & Sherry Henderson, 

Kate Hardin, Lu Hamlin, Larry & Sherry Garner, 

David & Denise Yelton, Jane Rucker, Jack & 

Betty Huss, Don & Betty Harris, Brenda Winker, 

Don & Beverly Suttles, Betty Quinn, Louis & 

Libby Fletcher, Bob & Hilda Egiziano, Brandon 

Egiziano, Ryan Egiziano, Ray & Hattie Bridges, 

Linda Bailey, designated for the General 

Fund; by Eric & Brenda Gibson, Grant & B. J. 

McRorie, Vivian Sitton, Charles & Becky 

Wright, Jeep & Johnnie Martin, Lucy Daniel, 

designated for the Fellowship Center Roof 

Fund; by David & Debbie Best, Joyce Gray, 

Jane Waters, designated for the Soul Food; by 

Norvin Clontz, designated for the Music Fund; 

by Henry & Edith Edwards, designated for 

Men’s Breakfast. 

In memory of Norma Gillespie, sister of Donna 

Carver, by Glenda Fuhrmann, designated for 

Soul Food. 

Our 2018 CHARGE CONFERENCE for the 

purpose of discussing and accepting Charge 
Conference materials, pastor’s compensation, 

lay servant applications and approving our 

Church Officers has been scheduled for 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 in the Fellowship 

Center at 6pm. 



 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF  

 

Phone:  (828) 287-3704 

 

  

 Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102 Chris Kiser, Ext. 117 

 Pastor Intern Pastor 

 sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org fumc.ckiser@gmail.com 

 

 Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114 Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115 

 Director of Music Organist 

 pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Pam Craft, Ext. 100 Sandra Turner, Ext. 101 

 Administrative Assistant Receptionist 

 pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org sturner@fumcrutherfordton.org 

 

 Kathy Watson, Ext. 103 Alice Wright, Ext. 112  

 TLC Preschool Director Friendship Club Director  

 kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org awright@fumcrutherfordton.org  

 

First United Methodist Church 

264 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! 


