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The First Word

Community Services for Rutherfordton
Wednesday - Noon
Join with your friends and neighbors at 12:00 noon each Wednesday
during Lent for a brief time of music, prayer, scripture and a brief message.
Wednesday dates are as follows, location and speaker will be announced
as they are available.
April 3
April 10

First United Methodist Church
Russell Tabernacle CME (Spindale)

Beth Heffner
Jacob Teasdell

Good Friday Services - April 19th
Noon
St. Francis Episcopal Church
7:00 pm First United Methodist Church

Easter Sunrise Service - April 21st at 7:00 am
Rutherfordton Town Cemetery
Don Scofield
Rain Plan: First Baptist Church, Rutherfordton
Breakfast at First Baptist Church, Rutherfordton following service

Easter Worship Service - April 21st at 11:00 am
(no early service)
First United Methodist Church – Dr. Sydnor Thompson

THINGS TOO WONDERFUL FOR ME
— A Pastoral Word from Sydnor

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY,
Sydnor and I were so surprised when we were
called to the front of the church last month
and presented with the prayer quilt. The quilt
is absolutely beautiful, and we cannot thank
Teresa Bourne enough for the hours of work
that she poured into this gift. The label on the
Back with the scripture Joshua 1:9 and the
message to us both was so special. We were
really touched by the trip the quilt made to
Sunday schools, choir, and individual while we
were in Houston. We understand that people
took time to touch the quilt and lift prayers for
us. Let me tell you too…. Adaire Thompson
can and did keep a secret!

As we journey through Lent toward Easter, we
begin to see that Easter joy comes at a price.
For the resurrection to occur, Jesus had to be
willing to face death, even death on a cross.
We learn in baptism that to share in Christ’s
resurrection we too must die, die to self, die
to sin, die to the flesh, in order to be reborn in
the Spirit.
I can’t speak for you but dying to self hasn’t
been easy for me. I’m constantly pulling
back, hedging my bets, confusing God’s will
with my own. As I look back on my life, I can
see myself sidestepping the cross as often as
taking it up to follow Jesus. Maybe you can
recognize some of my failings as your own.

We appreciate Jimmy Dancy and Bob Bourne
for the presentation. Larry Webb for his
wonderful prayer, Teresa Bourne for the lovely
quilt, and all of our church family for the
prayers and your support.

But Easter brings an astonishing message to
failures like you and me. There is a power at
work here greater than ourselves. What we
can’t do, God can do and, yes, God has
done in Jesus Christ. Our failures are exactly
where God meets us with his redeeming
grace. Before the empty tomb we see a life
defined not by our weaknesses and failings
but by the power of God’s unfailing love.

We plan to take the quilt to Houston when
Sydnor has his surgery. This is a gift we will
cherish the rest of our lives. We love and
cherish our church family.
Love, Kelly and Sydnor

Easter is a new beginning for you and me.
Easter declares God’s victory over our sin, the
power of God to set us free to live
transformed lives.
As we enter the Easter season this month,
may we learn to trust the power of God’s
love to meet us in our failures and to lift us up
to share in his eternal life.

TOT LEARNING CENTER NEWS

Yours in faith,

Johnathan Dillon has been hired as the new
director for the Tot Learning Center Preschool.
He will be joining us on April 8, 2019. He comes
to us with outstanding recommendations and
18 years of experience in Early Childhood
Education and has been both director and
assistant director at other centers. Johnathan
lives in Spindale, NC with his wife and 2
children. The Board of Directors for the Tot
Learning Center along with Rutherfordton First
United Methodist and all of the TLC families,
welcome Johnathan to our Church family!

CHURCH OFFICE NEWS
The Church Office will be closed on Monday,
April 22nd. The Bulletin cut off for the April
28th bulletin is Thursday, April 18th. Thank you
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MUSIC NEWS
A service of music and scriptures will be
presented by the Chancel Choir on Palm/
Passion Sunday, April 14. The music has been
chosen to portray selected scriptures that
begin with Christ's Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem. From that joyous day with palms
waving and crowds singing "hosannas" and
praise to Christ, we move into the somber
moods of Passion Week ending with Christ's
death on the cross.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Friendship Club (the after school ministry)
relaunched on Mar. 5, 2019. Seven 1st & 2nd
graders arrived to the Perry Moore house very
excited to experience a few hours together.
There is currently a group of 9. All the children
are very respectful and eager to be in the
program.

MISSION EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
We have the opportunity to give the
designated amount of $10.00 in honor or in
memory of a loved one or friend. The list will
be shared in the Sunday morning bulletin on
Easter, April 21st and it will also be attached
to the church e-mail on April 18th and April
25th. Monies collected will be used for local
missions.

On Mar. 5, the group celebrated Mardi Gras.
The children made Mardi Gras masks and ate
King Cake. They learned about some of the
traditions of Fat Tuesday on this day before
the season of Lent begins.

I (we) would like to be a part of the Easter
Mission.

Our afternoons on Tuesdays and Thursdays
begin with a “check-in” time that includes a
devotion. The group has a snack that includes
fresh fruit. Following snack, the children gather
for a story and sharing around the theme for
the day. Laurie DeVenuto, the Assistant
Director, leads the children in their enrichment
time. And, then, it is study Buddy time. The
children enjoy being with their study buddy
and getting homework done. The last half
hour has been spent outside before parents
pick up.

In Honor Of _________________________________
Given By ____________________________________
In Honor Of _________________________________
Given By ____________________________________

Thank you to everyone who has lended
support to this program, especially members
of the Friendship Club Board and to everyone
who has volunteered to serve as a study
buddy.

In Memory Of _______________________________
Given By ____________________________________
In Memory Of _______________________________

Becky Peeler
Director, Friendship Club

Given By ____________________________________
All donations must be received NO LATER
than Sunday, April 14th.
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MISSIONARY PRAYER CALENDAR BIRTHDAYS

THE MISSION TRIP would like to thank the UMW
for their donation to our mission trip. We were
able to complete 2 projects on this trip in NC.
We appreciate your generosity.

We will be including a listing of our Methodist
Missionaries Birthdays each month. We would
like you to include them in your prayers for
that day. These come from the UMW Prayer
Calendar Book for the year. Missionaries say
they feel the prayers and even often plan "big
things" for their birthdays because they know
a lot of people are praying for them. Please
join us in these prayers. Thank you, UMW

Team members: Sheila Cuthbertson, Bob
Bourne, Skip Logan, Russ Armentrout, Alan &
Sherry Henderson, Rick & Laurie Furse.

MAYFEST:
UMW ANNUAL YARD SALE FOR MISSIONS

April 1, Ruvimbo Simango
April 3, Aloma Martin
April 4, Ellyn Dubberly Sonya Luna Jo Sheetz
Lee Anne Veneble Mollie Vickery
April 5, Amelia Mendizabal Donald Reasoner

Saturday, May 4th
Un-cluttering using the Kondo method?
Yokefellow takes clothing, we'll take just
about anything else! Small furniture sells very
well, hint hint…

April 6, Gloria Marple Glorymar Rivera-Baez
April 7, Marilyn Dunlap Grace Yvonne
Njoroge Soila Vincent Laura Young
April 8, Margaret Madison
April 10, Sahndrai Bwawa Nancy K. Gordon
April 12, John Jessup Peterson Rafael Ponce
de Leon
April 13, Asha Cobb-Jones Joanne Reich
April 14, Mozart Makafui Adevu Ngoy
Mulanga Kalangwa Grace Mallare
April 15, Nina Guzman Sharon Hachtman
William Harry Lovelace Pat Warden
April 17, Rut Christy Arsari Abdallah Asumani
Sharon Kiruki
April 18, Serna Samuel
April 19, Rosie Guadarrama Juanita Rodriguez
Elizabeth Tapia
April 20, Chantilly Mers Danielle Ralph Vickie
Sigmon
April 21, Jennifer Au Misty Herbert Emma
Samson
April 22, Elianna Lillevik
April 25, Soraya De Arco Ruth Jean Pierre
Leah Wandera
April 26, Yvette Diaz
April 27, Chasity Jones Kenneth Koome
Nkando Malkanthi Silva
April 28, Huston-Tillotson University
April 30, Bill Dudleson

For questions or to volunteer, call Joy McCraw
at 828-289-0943. Thank you!

ATTENTION PARENTS OF CHILDREN UP TO AND
INCLUDING THE FIFTH GRADE: To comply with
our Safe Sanctuary Policies you are asked to
accompany your children if they leave the
sanctuary during any church service. Thank
you! Worship Committee

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION
One of the most important ways we
celebrate our unity as the Body of Christ is by
gathering for the Lord’s Supper on the first
Sunday of each month. Over the years, a
small group of dedicated volunteers have
faithfully delivered communion to the
members of our church who have requested
it.
If you are interested in receiving monthly
communion in your home or in participating in
this highly rewarding ministry of our church,
please contact the church office.
Thank you!
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OPERATION INASMUCH
Saturday, May 18, 2019
SIGN-UP FORM
Sign up Deadline April 29
Print Name

If you have needs that you are unable to
meet and Operation Inasmuch can help with
those needs, please fill out this card and put
it in the offering plate. Thank you!

Age (If under 18)
*Phone #
*Email

Name:

*Please print legibly so your Team Leader can
contact you.

Contact information:

Do you need childcare?
(Ages of children

Yes
)

No

If you wish to purchase a t-shirt please indicate
your size. If not, leave blank. Shirts will be
delivered the week before and cost $10 each
___XS ___SM ___MED ___LG ___XL ___
XXL ($2 extra)

Please return by April 14, 2019

Instructions: Indicate your first, second and third
choices for team placement by placing a 1, 2,
and 3 in the spaces provided.
Home Repair & Work crew Projects
___ Carpentry
___ Exterior door installation
___ Painting / Staining
___ Gutter installation
___ Bathtub removal & shower stall installation
___ Kitchen cabinet removal and replacement
___ Window cleaning
___ Gutter and yard cleaning
___ Roadway cleanup

DONATION STATION
First Church offers so many ways to give back
to the community! Volunteering at Welcome
Table, Operation Inasmuch (May 18), helping
with the Soul Food Ministry, becoming a
Friendship Club study buddy, volunteering
with the youth and children (VBS is just around
the corner!), serving communion to our
homebound, donating to the UMW Yard Sale
(May 4)….. just to name a few!

Other Projects
___ Church of the Exceptional
___ Grace of God Mission
___ New Beginnings Soup Kitchen
___ Hospice
___ Hands of Hope for Life
___ PATH House
___ Noah’s House
___ Greeting Cards (make cards for coming year)
___ Ministering to Jail visitors
___ Visitation in homes and nursing homes
___ Gospel Train (singing to shut-ins)
___ Media Team (take pictures of teams at work)
___ Child Care (while parents work on teams)

But many of you may not know about the
Donation Station! This assortment of bins,
benches and containers offer multiple
opportunities to reach the community:

Hospice—Patient items needed Ensure,
individual puddings & Jell-O, Depends
Yokefellow—April food item Canned Greens
Friendship Club—Costume jewelry, trinkets,
puzzles, games, children's books, toys, dolls,
small pocket books, wallets, school supplies
for the token store

Food - Most Food volunteers help in this
capacity AND on another team. If you ONLY
want to help with Food, check here ___ Food
only
___ Make Casseroles for delivery by Visitation Team
___ Food Team (cont. breakfast Sat. & sack lunches)

Food Pantry—Non-perishable food items
The Donation Station is located just outside
the front room.
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Throughout the month of March, we dove into a
series titled, “Sincerely, God.” This series taught us
that the Bible is a love letter written for us. We
learned that there are many different ways of
reading the Bible, but if we look at the narrative
as a whole it displays a story of a loving Father,
who is willing to give up everything for His
children. God desires to be in relationship with us.

In the month of March, we had an amazing
time in First Kids. Throughout March we dove
into a series titled, “Made.” This series taught
us that we are made in the Image of God.
This series also taught us that God deeply
desires to have a relationship with us, and for
that relationship to have an impact on the
world around us.

During the month of April we will be diving into a
series titled, “Jesus Loves.” In this series we will
take a deep look into the life of Jesus. We will
explore the way he looked at life, and what he
desired to accomplish in his ministry on Earth.
Through this series we will learn that Jesus loves all
people, and cares deeply for them.

In the Month of April we will be diving into a
series titled, “Bright Side.” This series will be
about finding light in the darkness. I think we
can all agree that this world can be a very
dark place at times, but if we are willing to
look we can always find hope in these times.
God promises us that He will never leave us or
forsake us. This means that even if we are in a
dark place we are not alone. God is right
there with us helping us through.

Also, we have started our confirmation classes,
and are looking forward to the growth that we
all will make on this journey. We have four youth
who are participating. They are, Taylor, Amanda,
David, and Lauren. If you see them in service,
take the time to encourage them as they go on
this journey.

We are also very excited about the direction
of the children’s ministry, and are preparing
for growth, but we cannot do it without you! If
you would like to be a part of this amazing
program please send me an email and we
can talk!

Finally, the Neon Youth are starting a Dance/
Drama team as well as a Worship Band. They will
be meeting on Friday evenings for practice. We
hope that this soon can grow into a way for the
youth to help minister to the church as a whole.

Blessings,

Blessings,

Gary Williams

Gary Williams

We need volunteers to help with Neon on
Sunday nights as well as volunteers to help
with upcoming youth trips. If you are
interested
please
contact
me
at
gwilliams@fumcrutherfordton.org.

We need volunteers for First Kids! If you are
interested in volunteering to help out with
Sunday School or Children’s church, please
send me an email at
gwilliams@fumcrutherfordton.org.
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APRIL WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

THE FOLLOWING MONETARY GIFTS HAVE
BEEN RECEIVED:

Greeters (8:45)
1st Sunday
Ken & Diane Sanford
2nd Sunday
John & Deb Vincent
3rd Sunday
Rory & Jeannie Kiser
4th Sunday
Eric & Terri Wells

In memory of Betty Arnold, by the Fellowship
Sunday School Class, Shirley Koone,
designated for the Audio-Visual Fund.
In honor of Shelia Cuthbertson and her
leadership of the mission team to Beaufort, by
Bob & Teresa Bourne, designated for Missions.

Greeters (11:00)
1st Sunday
Buzz & Joyce Mercer
2nd Sunday
Odean & Barbara Keever
3rd Sunday
Jane Waters & Zana Whitmire
4th Sunday
Robbie Deese & Todd Snaith

In memory of S. G. Gabriel, by Libby Kilpatrick,
Betty Gabriel, designated for the Audio-Visual
Fund.
In memory of Charles McClure, by the
Fellowship Sunday School Class, David &
Peggy Truscott designated for the AudioVisual Fund.

Sound System
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

In memory of Linda Wood, mother of Shelia
Cuthbertson, by Brenda Gibson, designated
for Soul Food.

Ushers (8:45)

Don Suttles
Pete Pryor
Ed Bosgra
Don Harris
Rory Kiser, Earl Furbish,
Russ & Linda Armentrout

Ushers (11:00) Joe Carson, Charles Wright,
Gene Shuford, Don Harris,
Wayne Keever, John Lewis,
David McMillan

THANK YOU to everyone who helped clear
out my apartment after the December 12th
fire: Don Harris, Ed Bosgra, Steve Boffemmyer,
Stephen
Stowe,
Lewis
Hamrick,
Russ
Armentrout, the Harrelson’s, the Kiser’s, the
Fields’, the O'Farrell’s, the Trotter’s, the
Keever’s, and more. It was an overwhelming
task in cold, smoky conditions, but their hard
work, cheer, and prayers eased the burden
monumentally. They enabled me to get back
my deposit and put it towards a new, clean
place to live, and they have my utmost,
heartfelt gratitude. Karen Johnson

Bread Makers
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

Laurie Furse
Sandra Turner
Diane McMillan
Emily Yelton

Acolytes
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

Johannah Deese
Dee Dee Majors
Maris Rogers
Meg Prevatt

Communion Stewards
1st Sunday
Bobbie Tedford &
VerAnn Kimbrough

NEX T NEWSLET T ER DEADLINE
April 17 at 12:00 noon
SUNDAY BULLET IN D EADLINE
Every Monday at Noon
Send information for Newsletter & Bulletin
to pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org

Page 7

First United Methodist Church
264 North Main Street
Rutherfordton, NC 28139

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcrutherfordton.weebly.com

Find us on Facebook!

FIRST UNIT ED MET HODIST CH URCH ST AFF
Phone: (828) 287-3704
Sydnor Thompson, Ext. 102
Pastor
sydnor@fumcrutherfordton.org

Gary Williams, Ext. 106
Director of Children’s & Youth Ministry
gwilliams@fumcrutherfordton.org

Patricia Harrelson, Ext. 114
Director of Music
pharrelson@fumcrutherfordton.org

Glenda Fuhrmann, Ext. 115
Organist
gfuhrmann@fumcrutherfordton.org

Kathy Watson, Ext. 103
TLC Preschool Director
kwatson@fumcrutherfordton.org

Becky Peeler, Ext. 112
Friendship Club Director
rpeeler@fumcrutherfordton.org

Pam Craft, Ext. 100
Administrative Assistant
pcraft@fumcrutherfordton.org

Sandra Turner, Ext. 101
Receptionist
sturner@fumcrutherfordton.org

